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SUBJECT:  The Black Beret

1. PURPOSE.  To provide information concerning the implementation of wearing of the beret by all members of the U.S. Army 

2. FACTS.  In June 1999, Chief of Staff, Army expressed his intent to transform the most powerful Army in the world from a Cold War Legacy Force to an Objective Force with early entry capabilities that can operate jointly, without access to fixed forward bases, and still have the power to slug it out and win campaigns decisively.  In November 2000, he directed that the Army adopt the beret for wear Army-wide to symbolize the Army’s commitment to that transformation.

a. The black beret will be issued to officer and enlisted soldiers who do not currently wear the maroon, green, or Ranger beret. Soldiers will receive two berets: the first in April, and the second in October.  The first issue in April will give soldiers time to prepare for proper wear of the beret on 14 June 2001 through the conduct of NCOPD/OPD classes.  It also allows time for females to try various hairstyles to ensure their style allows proper wear.  Soldiers will be able to buy the beret in the Military Clothing Sales Stores in January 2002.

b.
Soldiers will wear the beret with the utility uniform in garrison and with the class A and B uniforms.  Soldiers will wear the patrol cap (formerly called the BDU cap) in the field when they are authorized to remove their Kevlar helmet.  Commanders may authorize the wear of the patrol cap on work details or in other situations when wear of the beret is impractical, such as in the motor pool where it could be easily soiled.  The only soldiers authorized to blouse boots with the class A and B uniforms are soldiers assigned to Ranger, Airborne, and Special Forces units.


c.
DA, DCSPER developed the following draft text, AR 670-1, para 3-5e:



“The black beret is the basic headgear for the BDU.  When properly worn, the beret is form fitting on the head.  Soldiers will wear the beret level on the head, approximately 1-inch above the eyebrows, and draped over the right ear with the flash over the left eye. The draped portion of the beret will extend down to the right to a point between the top of the ear and no lower than the middle ear joint.  Personnel will center the flash on the stiffener, tie off the drawstring, and cut off the ends.  Officers will wear non-subdued rank centered on the flash; enlisted personnel will wear the DUI centered on the flash. Hair grooming standards in para 1-8a of this regulation apply when wearing the beret.  Additionally, females may not pack hair into the beret.”


d.
The following illustration shows proper wear of the beret.
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e.
Additional information including history of the beret can be found at:                                                   http://www.army.mil/beret/.  

           There is also an excellent briefing at: 


http://www.odcsper.army.mil/default.asp?pageid=69f



f.      Department of the Army Message, Subject: Memorandum of Instruction for the Induction of the Black Beret Ceremony, DTG 232133Z MAR 01, outlines detailed information and guidance concerning the conduct of the ceremonies to transition units and its soldiers to the black beret.
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