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Arizona Army National Guard Members Return from Active Duty

Thirty-two Guardsmen from Glendale-based unit to return home Wednesday from service at West Point     

Contact:
Major Eileen K. Bienz   
                                                                                       State Public Affairs Officer                                                                                       (602) 267-2550 

For Immediate Release

 (PHOENIX – Aug.19, 2003)
Thirty-two members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s C Company, 111th Area Support Medical Battalion will return to Glendale, Wednesday after being called-up to federal active duty and being sent to West Point.  They were ordered to active duty on March 28, 2003 in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  

The Arizona National Guard’s Glendale Armory is located at 6202 W. Myrtle Avenue, Glendale, AZ.  

C Company, 111th Area Support Medical Battalion originally mobilized 62 soldiers who were transported to their mobilization station at Fort Bliss, TX.  On June 1, portions of the unit were deployed to West Point, New York; Fort Campbell, Kentucky; Fort Hood, Texas, and Fort Huachuca, AZ. 

The thirty-two soldiers deployed to West Point were assigned to Task Force 258th Infantry Division and their mission was to provide medical support for Cadets basic training.  Fourteen soldiers remain on active duty in support of mobilizations and demobilizations of soldiers at Fort Bliss, TX, Fort Hood, TX, Fort Campbell, Kentucky and Fort  Huachuca, AZ.  Also, 16 soldiers returned to Arizona after demobilizing on June 1st.  

 Of those Arizona National Guard soldiers and airmen to be activated for the ongoing war on terror, this is the fifth group to return from federal active duty.  Previously, four members of the Arizona Air National Guard’s 162nd Fighter Wing’s Security Forces returned to Tucson in July; 19 members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s Detachment 2, 245th Aviation Intermediate Maintenance (AVIM) Company returned to Marana in July and 23 airmen from the Phoenix-based 161st Air Refueling Wing’s Security Forces returned in April and June.  

Approximately 1,400 Arizona Army and Air National Guard men and women are still serving on federal active duty in Iraq, Afghanistan and within the continental U.S.   
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 Previously, we announced the mobilizations of approximately 40 members of the Phoenix and Marana-based Detachment 1, Company D of the 140th Aviation Intermediate Maintenance Company;  100 members of the Phoenix-based 259th  Engineer Company on May 27th;  70 members of the Glendale based C Company, 111th Area Support Medical Battalion on March 28th;  approximately 60 members of the Phoenix-based G Company, 285th Aviation Regiment on March 10th; approximately 200 members of the Phoenix-based 161st Air Refueling Wing’s aircrew, maintenance and logistician personnel on February 25th; approximately 160 members of the Sunnyslope-based 855th Military Police Company, with a detachment in Yuma effective January 7th; approximately 170 members of the Flagstaff-based 2220th Transportation Company, with a detachment in Prescott effective January 7th; approximately 170 members of the Tucson-based 2222nd Transportation Company with detachments in Douglas and Nogales effective January 7th ; approximately 60 members of the Phoenix-based 356th Signal Company effective Jan 31st; approximately 400 members of the 1st of the 180th Field Artillery Battalion based in Tempe, Mesa, Phoenix and Tucson effective Jan. 30th; approximately  120 members of the Show Low-based 1404th Transportation Company, with a detachment located at Camp Navajo, north of Flagstaff effective Jan 24; approximately 15 members of the Arizona Air National Guard’s 161st ARW Security Forces on Jan 18th ; approximately 30 members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s Glendale-based 258th Rear Area Operations Center on Jan 2, and approximately 30 members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s Casa-Grande based 363rd Explosive Ordnance Disposal Company on Nov 30, 2002.  All of these soldiers and airmen have been called up for a period of up to one year, with the exception of the 140th AVIM who have been called up for a period of up to six months.
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Note to media:    If you would like to cover the welcome home celebration, please contact Major Eileen Bienz at (602) 267-2550.  The tentative arrival time is 1:00 p.m. Wednesday at the Glendale Armory but is subject to change as they are being transported by commercial bus.  We will have a better idea by 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday and will send out an update if the time changes.  The returning soldiers will be greeted by their friends, families and members of the Arizona National Guard. 

