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Arizona Army National Guard Soldiers return from Iraq
Soldiers to return to Tucson’s Silverlake Armory Saturday   
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 (PHOENIX – Dec 12, 2003)
Approximately 120 members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s Tucson-based 2222nd Transportation Company, or “Four–Deuce” with detachments from Nogales and Douglas will return to Tucson tomorrow afternoon after being called-up to federal active duty   and serving in Iraq since April 2003.
  They were ordered to federal active duty on February 5, 2003 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

The unit will be departing their demobilization station at Fort Bliss TX early Saturday morning and are expected to arrive at the Arizona Army National Guard’s Silverlake Armory, 1750 S. Silverlake Rd., Tucson, on Saturday between 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Times are subject to change based on travel time and conditions. 

While deployed to Iraq, the mission of the 2222nd Transportation Company was to  transport bulk petroleum products and water by truck where they hauled 12 million gallons of JP8 fuel, 637,000 gallons of MOGAS fuel and 625,000 gallons of water while driving more than 1.25 million miles.

 Of those Arizona National Guard soldiers and airmen to be activated for the ongoing war on terror, this is the second group of Arizona Army National Guard soldiers to return home from Iraq.   The first group of Arizona Army National Guard soldiers to return from Iraq was G Company, 285th Aviation Regiment who returned to Phoenix on Thanksgiving Day after being called-up to federal active duty and serving in Iraq since May 2003.
Approximately 670 Arizona Army National Guard soldiers are still serving on federal active duty in Iraq and Afghanistan.   
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Note to media:    If you would like to cover the welcome home celebration, please contact Major Eileen Bienz at (602) 267-2550 or cell (602) 206-7659.   This time may change slightly based on unexpected delays.        
