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Arizona Army National Guard Soldiers return from Iraq
Twenty-seven Guardsmen from Glendale-based unit to return home from service in Iraq on Friday     
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 (PHOENIX – Jan. 29, 2004)
Twenty-seven members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s 258th Rear Area Operations Area (RAOC) will return to Glendale tomorrow afternoon after being called-up to federal active duty and serving in Iraq for a year. 
  They were ordered to federal active duty on January 2, 2003 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

The unit will be departing their demobilization station at Fort Bliss TX on Friday morning, and will be transported back to Arizona on commercial busses which are tentatively scheduled to arrive at their Glendale Armory, 6202 W. Myrtle in Glendale AZ between 4:30 – 5:30 p.m.   

Of the 27 deployed citizen-soldiers, nine are law enforcement officers; four are students; three are corrections officers; four full-time soldiers or technicians in the Arizona Army National Guard, four service-related, two civil engineers and one lawyer. The soldiers come from all parts of Arizona to include Flagstaff, Tucson, Safford, Sierra Vista, Phoenix, St. Michaels, Prescott Valley and Kirkland.  

While deployed to Iraq, the 258th RAOC supported the 3rd Infantry Division (3rd ID) and the Army V Corps. Their mission was to coordinate Base Defense, Force Protection, Terrain Management and Emergency Management within assigned military bases.

During ground combat operations, the unit supported the 3rd ID and moved with 3rd ID brigade combat teams across the Kuwait-Iraq border on March 21st, establishing and coordinating the defense of four Forward Logistics Bases in 14 days during the division’s history-making advance to Baghdad. 
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During the final phase of ground combat operations, the 258th RAOC was based in the outskirts of Baghdad supporting military operations in Baghdad.  Following the cessation of major ground combat operations, the unit was reassigned to coordinate the defense and protection of a major command and control military base in Baghdad. 
Based on exemplary service throughout the deployment, the 258th RAOC has been recommended for the Meritorious Unit Commendation, which is currently pending Department of the Army approval.  Five unit members were awarded Bronze Stars for meritorious and exemplary service during ground combat operations.  Two soldiers were awarded Soldier Medals and four soldiers were awarded Army Commendation Medals, as a result of the rescue of two U.S. soldiers who were wounded when their munitions truck caught fire and exploded.  All of the unit personnel were awarded Army Commendation Medals for their work in support of V Corps and Combined Joint Task Force 7 operations in Baghdad. 
 Of those Arizona National Guard soldiers and airmen to be activated for the ongoing war on terror, this is the third Arizona Army National Guard unit to return home from Iraq.  
Approximately 550 Arizona Army National Guard soldiers are currently serving on federal active duty in Iraq and Afghanistan   
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Note to media:    If you would like to cover the welcome home celebration, please contact Major Eileen Bienz at (602) 267-2550 or cell (602) 206-7659.   This time is subject to change based on travel variables.  Once the unit gets on the road in the morning, I will be notified of their exact departure times and should the times differ from this release, I will send out an update via email.        
