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Arizona Army National Guard Soldiers to be awarded Purple Hearts, Bronze Stars and Meritorious Service Medals Sunday in Phoenix 

 Members of Phoenix and Yuma-based 855 Military Police Company Recently Returned Home to Arizona From Iraq  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


(PHOENIX – Sept 11, 2004)    Major General David P. Rataczak, the Adjutant General of the Arizona National Guard will be awarding the Purple Heart and Bronze Star to soldiers who have recently returned from serving in Iraq. The soldiers are in the Arizona Army National Guard’s 855 Military Police Company.

       The ceremony will take place in the STARC Armory at 5636 E. McDowell Road at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday Sept 12th.  For members of the media who would like to cover the ceremony, please arrive no later than 8:45 a.m. as this solemn ceremony will begin promptly at 9:00 a.m.
      The 855 Military Police Company was ordered to  federal active duty on February 7, 2002 for Operation Iraqi Freedom and unit members were deployed to Iraq.  The 855 MP’s  were on active duty until April 1, 2003.  
       Those soldiers who will be awarded the Purple Heart are:

Sergeant Michael Cripe -- Wounds sustained from Improvised Explosive Device (IED) shrapnel in the city of Al Fallujah, Iraq in September 2003. 

Specialist Earnest Lopez – Wounds sustained from Improvised Explosive Device (IED) shrapnel in the city of Al Fallujah, Iraq in September 2003.

Sergeant Josue Salas -- Wounds sustained from Improvised Explosive Device (IED) shrapnel near the city of Al Fallujah, Iraq in November 2003.

Specialist Tony Jackson -- Wounds sustained from Improvised Explosive Device (IED) shrapnel near the city of Al Fallujah, Iraq in August 2003.

Sergeant Frederick Heimstra  -- Wounds sustained from  Improvised Explosive Device (IED) shrapnel near the city of Al Fallujah, Iraq in November 2003.

Sergeant Travis Bird -- Wounds sustained from Improvised Explosive Device(IED) shrapnel near the city of Al Fallujah, Iraq in September 2003.

Specialist John Gawler -- Wounds sustained from Improvised Explosive Device (IED) shrapnel near the city of Al Fallujah, Iraq in November 2003.

Staff Sergeant Charles Funkhouser -- Wounds sustained from Improvised Explosive Device (IED) shrapnel near the city of Al Fallujah, Iraq in December 2003.

Specialist Jesus Camarillo -- Wounds sustained from Improvised Explosive Device (IED) shrapnel near the city of Al Fallujah, Iraq in December 2003.

Specialist  Armando Castillo -- Wounds sustained from Improvised Explosive Device (IED) shrapnel near the city of Al Fallujah, Iraq in December 2003.
Sergeant Mary Herrera -- Wounds sustained from Improvised Explosive Device (IED) shrapnel near the city of Ar Ramadi, Iraq in November 2003.

Those soldiers who will be awarded the Bronze Star are:
First Sergeant Paul Ohland – For Meritorious Service as a Platoon Sergeant

Sergeant First Class Reginald Smith – For Meritorious Service as a Platoon Sergeant

First Sergeant William Oxendine – For Meritorious Service as a First Sergeant

Staff Sergeant  Max Hamlin – For Meritorious Service as a Squad Leader

Master Sergeant  Ralph Inman – For Meritorious Service as a Operations Sergeant

Captain  Jon Cookson – For Meritorious Service as a Platoon Leader

Captain Travis Horner – For Meritorious Service as a Platoon Leader

Captain Scott Montgomery – For Meritorious Service as a Platoon Leader

First Lieutenant Sergio Molina – For Meritorious Service as a Platoon Leader

Those soldiers receiving the Joint Service Achievement Medal

SPC Brent Borders – For Meritorious Service 

SPC Chad Dixon – For Meritorious Service 

SGT Frederick Heimstra – For Meritorious Service 

SGT Henry Hellman – For Meritorious Service 

SGT Andrew Locke – For Meritorious Service 

SPC Earnest Lopez – For Meritorious Service 

SPC Arron Medlock – For Meritorious Service

SGT Melanie Neva – For Meritorious Service 

SPC Ann Oravec – For Meritorious Service 

SGT Ramon Rivera – For Meritorious Service 

SPC James Vieyra – For Meritorious Service 

SPC Lawrence Wegeman – For Meritorious Service 

    The Arizona National Guard’s motto is “Always Ready…Always There.”    As of today, more than 2,550 Arizona Army National Guard and Air National Guard soldiers and airmen have answered the call and  been ordered to federal active duty in support of Operation’s Noble Eagle, Enduring Freedom, and Iraqi Freedom since September, 2001.
     Additionally, the men and women of the Arizona National Guard continue to support our state and homeland by supporting local emergency responders for State emergencies and providing security for critical infrastructures when called.
Since Sept 11th 2001, the Arizona National Guard has been “Always Ready…Always There” when called to both state active duty and federal active duty to provide security and protection in the State of Arizona.   The Arizona National Guard has been deployed to provide security at Hoover Dam, additional security to 10 airports throughout Arizona while the transition to the TSA took place, support to expedite inspections of commerce at commercial ports of entry at border stations in Southern Arizona, support to the Immigration and Naturalization Service as well as to the  U.S. Customs Service and have been deployed numerous times to Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station to augment existing security. 
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