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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
(PHOENIX – Sept 24, 2004)       The Arizona National Guard’s 91st  Weapons of Mass Destruction Civil Support Team (91st WMD CST) will dedicate their new building in a ceremony at the Arizona National Guard’s State Headquarters at 5636 E. McDowell Road at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, Sept. 27.         
The 91st WMD CST, is a federally funded Arizona National Guard unit. The full-time unit is stationed at Papago Park Military Reservation, Phoenix, AZ.  The 91st WMD CST is one of 32 such units authorized by Congress nationwide.  The team was formally certified for operational missions by the Secretary of Defense on January 11, 2002.
   The teams’ primary missions are to respond to calls from civilian authorities in identifying suspected chemical or biological agents, assessing current and projected consequences, advising on response measures and assisting with appropriate requests for state or federal support. It adds additional capabilities to the civilian authorities by maintaining direct data and voice communications between agencies, providing specific subject matter expertise and conducting liaison between civilian and military authorities.
The 91st WMD CST augments local First Responders with special capabilities as the first military responder.  The team integrates with the Incident Command System (ICS) in support of the local Incident Commander, providing a crucial capability between the initial local response and that of follow-on State and federal assets.  Municipal Fire, Hazardous Materials Teams, Police and EMS agencies have a proven capability to deal with most emergencies.  Larger incidents use mutual aid plans and the ICS to cope with the emergency.  However, a WMD attack would present unique obstacles--such as identification of a weaponized agent or spread of contamination--that could quickly overwhelm existing local and state resources.   The WMD CST is a force multiplier adding to an overall response package of local, state and federal assets.  The 91st WMD CST provides rapid confirmatory analysis of chemical or radiological hazards, and presumptive identification of biological agents at a WMD Incident.  The team uses special military and commercial detection and communications equipment and is trained for WMD response.  Advice on event mitigation, medical treatment, follow-on resources, and other response concerns are provided to the Incident Commander.  
                Additionally, the men and women of the Arizona National Guard continue to support our state and homeland by supporting local emergency responders for State emergencies and providing security for critical infrastructures when called.
    Since Sept 11th 2001, the Arizona National Guard has been “Always Ready…Always There” when called to both state active duty and federal active duty to provide security and protection in the State of Arizona.   The Arizona National Guard has been deployed to provide security at Hoover Dam, additional security to 10 airports throughout Arizona while the transition to the TSA took place, support to expedite inspections of commerce at commercial ports of entry at border stations in Southern Arizona, support to the Immigration and Naturalization Service as well as to the  U.S. Customs Service and have been deployed numerous times to Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station to augment existing security. 

-30-


