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50 Members of Phoenix-based unit to depart Thursday
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(PHOENIX – Sept 7, 2004)  The following statement regarding the Arizona Army National Guard has been authorized for release by Governor Janet Napolitano and Major General David P. Rataczak, the Adjutant General of the Arizona National Guard:  

     “We have been informed that the President of the United States has exercised his authority pursuant to section 12302 of Title 10 of the United States Code and ordered selected members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s Company C 1/189th Assault Battalion to federal active duty for a period of up to one year in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.”

     The order to federal active duty involves 50 soldiers from the Phoenix-based Company C 1/189th Assault Battalion, located at 5636 E. McDowell Road Phoenix, Arizona.  The unit is scheduled to depart Thursday morning beginning at 6:00 a.m. for their mobilization station training at Ft Sill, Oklahoma.  They will train there for a period of time until the unit is certified and the unit will then depart for their designated theater of operations.  Prudent planning and continuous assessment of the security situation gives the combatant commander the force structure and flexibility required to meet mission accomplishments.  

     The mission of Company C 1/189th ASLT is to perform Air Assault and Air Movement Operations using UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters in support of Combat, Combat Support and Combat Service Support Operations.
     The deployment of Company C 1/189th Assault Battalion marks the 24th  Arizona Army National Guard unit to be deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Noble Eagle. 

     The activation of this unit is part of the ongoing nationwide mobilization of Army and Air National Guard units ordered by President Bush in support of the global war on terror over the past 36 months.  

    The Arizona National Guard’s motto is “Always Ready…Always There.”    As of today, more than 2,550 Arizona Army National Guard and Air National Guard soldiers and airmen have answered the call and  been ordered to federal active duty in support of Operation’s Noble Eagle, Enduring Freedom, and Iraqi Freedom since September, 2001.  
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     Additionally, the men and women of the Arizona National Guard continue to support our state and homeland by supporting local emergency responders for State emergencies and providing security for critical infrastructures when called.
Since Sept 11th 2001, the Arizona National Guard has been “Always Ready…Always There” when called to both state active duty and federal active duty to provide security and protection in the State of Arizona.   The Arizona National Guard has been deployed to provide security at Hoover Dam, additional security to 10 airports throughout Arizona while the transition to the TSA took place, support to expedite inspections of commerce at commercial ports of entry at border stations in Southern Arizona, support to the Immigration and Naturalization Service as well as to the  U.S. Customs Service and have been deployed numerous times to Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station to augment existing security. 
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