Generosity Is Heartwarming for Families of Deployed Arizona Guardsmen and Reservists 
Story by Major Eileen Bienz, Arizona State PAO 

Arizona National Guardsmen and women are continuously in the media spotlight for selfless service to both their state and nation.   Arizona citizens decided it was their turn to “give back” to the Arizona National Guard.
Throughout the November through March call-up’s to federal active duty,   nearly everyone wanted to show their support for Arizona’s servicemen and women.  Phones at the State Headquarters rang non-stop with citizens pledging services, items and financial contributions.  Donors ranged from corporations to a third grade class.   

“Since the Governor’s call to the citizens of Arizona to help in any way they could, the generosity from all over the State has been overwhelming.  It is a heartwarming experience and has helped us help the families of those deployed to overcome some significant problems, “ said Major General David Rataczak, Adjutant General of the Arizona National Guard. 

The Arizona National Guard and Reserve Family Assistance Fund was established as a sub-account of the Arizona Emergency Relief  Fund for the general welfare of all Arizona reserve component families.  The assistance provided is either through a loan or grant.  Each case is reviewed by a board and evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 
Requests for assistance from Arizona Guardsmen or Reservist families are routed through the Family Assistance Center.   Situations that have qualified for assistance include rent, mortgage payments, food, utilities, essential transportation and vehicle repair, emergency travel, medical expenses, funeral expenses and personal needs when pay is delayed. 

 As of August 14, donations to the Arizona National Guard and Reserve Family Assistance Fund totaled more than $290,000. 

Two people who significantly contributed to the awareness of Arizona’s citizens of the extent of deployments of Arizona National Guard, Reserves and active duty military are Governor Janet Napolitano and The Arizona Republic columnist E.J. Montini. 
In early April, the Governor announced her “Homeland Heroes” program created to honor Arizona Businesses assisting military families during the war.  She encouraged merchants and local businesses to offer financial assistance, and provide discounted services and products to families whose loved ones were being deployed.

“These families are making a great sacrifice for their country and living on much smaller incomes,” Governor Napolitano said.

“Our heroes in uniform are overseas serving their country.  Our homeland heroes are the community businesses who give military families the extra helping hand,” Napolitano said. 
Local newspaper columnist raises public awareness in interesting way
Montini, columnist with The Arizona Republic raised $66, 277.00 for the Arizona National Guard and Reserve Family Assistance Fund by auctioning off his prized Pittsburgh Pirates baseball dating back to the early 1960’s and autographed by the team, including Hall of Famers Roberto Clemente, Willie Stargell and Bill Mazeroski.  

His Sunday morning column began…  “We say that we support the troops, but we don’t.  Supporting the troops means more than watching CNN for 23 hours a day and singing God Bless America during the seventh-inning stretch. If you don’t like my saying so, good, because I’m about to give you an opportunity to really support the troops and at the same time make a smart-mouthed local columnist cry.  It involves your chance to financially assist the families of Arizona reservists who’ve been called to service while at the same time removing from my possessions the most precious object in the universe.  It is a baseball,” Montini said.

He continued, “According to National Guard officials, as many as 3,000 Arizonans from the different services have been activated for the war.  Not all employers can afford to make up the difference between army pay and private sector pay.  This puts some of the families who are left behind in real financial trouble.  To help out, the Guard has created a special assistance fund.
“So, this is a chance for all of you to support the troops and for one person to take possession of my precious baseball.  Through April 18, guard officials will monitor donations to the fund.  At the end of that time, the person who made the largest single donation gets the ball.  The rest of you get the satisfaction of having helped a reservist.  One hundred percent of the money will go to families,” Montini said.

When asked what motivated him to do this, Montini said, “Like everyone else, I realized that these people were making a great sacrifice.  Like hundreds of thousands of others, I thought about how I could help.  Once I gave it some thought, I realized it would give others an avenue through me to play a part in helping.  Bottom line – I heard discussions, all the way through concerning both sides of the issue.  It gives people the ability to support those who take the risks and to still be able to agree or disagree with the policy of the government.  There is one thing everybody can agree on and that is to support our troops.” 
      The  group who made the highest contribution to the fund was the Glendale Chapter 20 of the Disabled American Veterans and they  took the prized baseball after donating $10,000.00 that they raised by hosting Bingo. 
In April 2003, Phoenix-based KPNX TV News Channel 12 and The Arizona Republic  jointly coordinated a fund-raising campaign on both television and in the newspaper to support Arizona families of deployed personnel who might need financial assistance due to unanticipated situations such as broken down cars, roof repairs, emergency medical bills or broken pipes.
“Operation Homefront”  was established under the umbrella of the Arizona Community Foundation and Channel 12 opened phone banks while reporters wrote stories in The Arizona Republic  explaining the need of Arizona families and the numbers of Arizonan’s deployed.

The fund totaled $171,505  and on June 5th,  two checks were presented  to the Arizona National Guard and Reserve Family Assistance Fund, and the Grand Canyon Chapter of the American Red Cross’ Armed Forces Emergency Services Program.  Each check presented was for $85, 752.50.

Governor Janet Napolitano, Governor and Commander-in-chief of the Arizona National Guard; Major General David Rataczak, The Adjutant General of the Arizona National Guard and Ms. Aimee Locke, Family Readiness Coordinator for the 855 Military Police Company, Arizona National Guard accepted the check on behalf of the Arizona National Guard and Reserve Family Assistance Fund.  
The checks were presented by John Misner, President/General Manager, KPNX TV Channel 12 and Sue Clark-Johnson, CEO and Publisher , The Arizona Republic.
The total amount contributed by The Arizona Republic , KPNX Channel 12, their readers and viewers totaled $ 237,782.00 to help Arizona families of deployed soldiers, sailors, marines, airmen and coast guard personnel. 
In another example of incredible kindness, Dana Moore, owner of the Phoenix-based Liberty Buick opened a special account at a local bank and put in the first $50,000, according to his daughter, Autumn Sieb.

  Moore had their other dealerships also put in $100 for every vehicle sold for two months.  The total fund was approximately $150,000 and was distributed equally amongst all Arizona services.  Moore wrote two checks to the Arizona National Guard and Reserve Family Assistance Fund totaling $50,000.
On Sunday, August 24, Montini wrote another column in the Sunday paper and the headline reads Time to redeploy our appreciation.     

 Montini said, “We asked them for a year of their lives.  We asked them to leave their families and go to a country where the temperature is even hotter than here, where there are no swimming pools, shopping malls or air-conditioned offices…We asked them to do their jobs month after month, knowing that among the people they had gone to help are some who would like to kill them…

“ We asked them to go, and they went,”  Montini said.  “The Arizona National Guard’s Family Assistance Center puts together packages to mail to service people in remote locations.  Among the things soldiers ask for are batteries, phone cards, foot powder and drink mixes.  The packages themselves cost $20 to mail, which can be tough on families already struggling to get by on an income that doesn’t match as a civilian what the soldier was making as a civilian.”   
As of the submission of this article, our phones are still ringing with readers asking where they can mail their checks.    

More than 500 separate donations from individuals, groups, corporations and school children have been received as of August 2003. 
To date, the Arizona National Guard has more than 1,400 military members deployed in support of the Global War on Terror, with some serving from one to two consecutive years on active duty. 






-30-
