Arizona Department of Emergency and Military Affairs

5636 E. McDowell Road

Phoenix  AZ  85008-3495

Arizona Army National Guard Units to Depart Arizona 
Friday
Nearly 400 soldiers called from Phoenix, Tucson, Yuma and Safford
Contact:
Major Eileen K. Bienz   
                                                                                       State Public Affairs Officer                                                                                       (602) 267-2550 Cell (602) 206-7659

  Media Advisory
  
(PHOENIX –Dec. 11, 2003)
The Arizona Army National Guard units listed below will be departing their armories Friday morning for their mobilization station in Texas where they will be given their follow-on orders for deployment.  News media wishing to cover their departures can go to the following locations on the below-referenced dates for photos and interviews:

· 852 RAOC - Departing Friday, Dec 12th at  9:00 a.m. from the Valencia Armory, 5500 E. Valencia, Tucson AZ 85706.   Recommend media arrive between 8:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. for best availability.  Lt Col Chuck Roque will be coordinating media coverage at this location. 
· 3666th Maintenance Company – Departing Friday, Dec 12th beginning at 6:00 a.m. from the 52nd Street Armory,1335 N. 52nd St., Phoenix.  Recommend media arrive between 5:00 a.m. and 5:30 a.m. for best availability of convoy departure.  Also, interviews of soldiers can take place up until 8:30 a.m. as they will be boarding busses
· 258th Engineer Company - Departing Friday, Dec 12th at  8:00 a.m. from the 52nd Street Armory, 1335 N. 52nd St., Phoenix AZ.  Recommend media arrive between 5:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. for best availability.  Also, interviews of soldiers can take place up until 7:30 a.m. as they will be boarding busses.

· 258th Engineer Company, Detachment 1 - Departing Friday, Dec 12th at  11:00 a.m. from the Safford Armory, 3635 S. U.S. Highway 191, Safford  AZ.  Recommend media arrive between 9:30  and 10:30 a.m. for best availability.  Also, interviews of soldiers can take place up until 10:30 a.m. as they will be boarding busses.

· 257th Engineer Detachment - Departing Friday, Dec 12th at 7:00 a.m. from the 52nd Street Armory, 1335 N. 52nd St., Phoenix AZ.  Recommend media arrive between 5:30 a.m. and  6:30 a.m. for best availability.  Also, interviews of soldiers can take place up until 6:30 a.m. as they will be boarding busses.
· 160th Finance Detachment  – Departing Friday, Dec 12th beginning at 9:00 a.m. from the Arizona Army National Guard’s Combined Surface Maintenance Shop, 1335 N. 52nd St., Phoenix  AZ  (Just south of McDowell Rd and 52nd Street and on the East side of 52nd Street.)  Recommend media arrive between 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. for best availability.
The activation of these units is part of the ongoing nationwide mobilization of Army and Air National Guard units ordered by President Bush in support of the global war on terror over the past 27 months.  In addition to those units who will be departing Friday, nearly 670 Arizona Army National Guard soldiers are currently serving in Iraq and Afghanistan in support of Operation’s Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom. 




-30-  
