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Arizona Air National Guard Members Return  from the Persian Gulf Region 

Portion of 161st ARW’s Security Forces Squadron to return from duty in Iraq  
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For Immediate Release

 (PHOENIX – Apr. 22, 2003)
  The following statement regarding the Arizona National Guard has been authorized for release by Governor Janet Napolitano and Major General David P. Rataczak, the Adjutant General of the Arizona National Guard. 


Eleven members assigned to the 161st Air Refueling Wing’s Security Forces Squadron will return from duty in Iraq this evening, Tuesday, 22 April, 2003 at approximately 8:00 p.m.  The airmen were part of a larger group of unit members ordered to federal active duty for a period of up to one year in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  They departed Arizona on January 18th, 2003. 

 The men and women assigned to the Security Forces Squadron perform force protection duties that include base and flight line security.

Approximately 200 Guardmembers assigned to the 161st Air Refueling Wing remain in an active status following partial mobilizations of various career fields over the past four months.  They are performing duty in various worldwide locations and include services personnel, security forces personnel, aircrews, and maintenance personnel.   

As of today, approximately 1,500 Arizona Army National Guard and Air National Guard soldiers and airmen had been ordered to federal active duty in support of Operation’s Noble Eagle and Enduring Freedom since Sept 22, 2002.   

 Previously, we announced the mobilization of approximately 70 members of the Glendale based C Company, 111th Area Support Medical Battalion on March 28th;  approximately 60 members of the Phoenix-based G Company, 285th Aviation Regiment on March 10th; approximately 200 members of the Phoenix-based 161st Air Refueling Wing’s aircrew, maintenance and logistician personnel on February 25th; approximately 160 members of the Sunnyslope-based 855th Military Police Company, with a detachment in Yuma effective January 7th; approximately 170 members of the Flagstaff-based 2220th Transportation Company, with a detachment in Prescott effective January 7th; approximately 170 members of the Tucson-based 2222nd Transportation Company with detachments in Douglas and Nogales effective January 7th ; approximately 60 members of the Phoenix-based 356th Signal Company effective Jan 31st; approximately 400 members of the 1st of the 180th Field Artillery Battalion based in Tempe, Mesa, Phoenix and Tucson effective Jan. 30th; approximately  120 members of the Show Low-based 1404th Transportation Company, with a detachment located at Camp Navajo, north of Flagstaff effective Jan 24; approximately 15 members of the Arizona Air National Guard’s 161st ARW Security Forces on Jan 18th ; approximately 30 members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s Glendale-based 258th Rear Area Operations Center on Jan 2, and approximately 30 members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s Casa-Grande based 363rd Explosive Ordnance Disposal Company on Nov 30, 2002.  All of these soldiers and airmen have been called up for a period of up to one year.
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Note to media:  The group will arrive by military air Tuesday Evening April 22, 2003 at approximately 8:00 pm.  This time may change slightly based on mission requirements and any unexpected flight delays.  Please arrive at the front gate by 7:30 pm and you will be escorted on base.  To access the base turn east off of 24th Street on Old Tower Road.  Follow Old Tower Road until you reach the base.  The road will come to an end at the front gate to the base.    


For additional information, please contact Major Jill Nelson at (602) 267-2491 prior to 3:00 p.m. or digital pager (602)208-1558 after 5:00 p.m.  





  

