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Arizona Air National Guard Members Called to Federal Active Duty 

Portion of 161st ARW’s Security Forces to depart Saturday 

Contact:
Major Eileen K. Bienz   
                                                                                       State Public Affairs Officer                                                                                       (602) 267-2550  

For Immediate Release

 (PHOENIX – Jan. 17, 2003)
  The following statement regarding the Arizona National Guard has been authorized for release by Governor Janet Napolitano and Major General David P. Rataczak, the Adjutant General of the Arizona National Guard :


“We have been informed that the President of the United States has exercised his authority pursuant to section 12302 of Title 10 of the United States Code and ordered a portion of the Arizona Air National Guard’s 161st Air Refueling Wing’s Security Forces personnel to federal active duty for a period of up to one year in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.” 

The Phoenix-based unit is part of the ongoing nationwide mobilization of Army and Air National Guard units ordered by President Bush in support of the global war on terror over the past 16 months.  They will deploy to an undisclosed location.   


Although the mission of the 161st Air Refueling Wing is aerial refueling, Security Forces personnel assigned to the unit perform force protection duties that include base and flight line security.  


Guardmembers assigned to the 161st Air Refueling Wing have been federalized previously for Operations Desert Shield and Storm, Operation Allied Force, and most recently for Operations Northern and Southern Watch.
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Note to media:  The group will depart by military air from the 161st ARW on Saturday January 18, 2003.  Please arrive at the front gate by 8:30 a.m. and you will be escorted to the flight line.  To access the base turn east off of 24th Street on Old Tower Road.  Follow Old Tower Road until you reach the base.  The road will come to an end at the front gate to the base.    


For additional information, please contact Major Eileen Bienz at (602) 267-2550/cell (602) 206-7659 or Major Jill Nelson at (602) 267-2491/pager (602) 208-1558. 

