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Three Arizona Army National Guard Units Called To Federal Active Duty

Nearly 500 soldiers called from Phoenix, Flagstaff, Prescott, Yuma, Sunnyslope, Nogales and Douglas  

Contact:
Major Eileen K. Bienz   
                                                                                       State Public Affairs Officer                                                                                       (602) 267-2550  

For Immediate Release

  
(PHOENIX – Feb. 7, 2003)
 The following statement regarding the Arizona National Guard has been authorized for release by Governor Janet Napolitano and Major General David P. Rataczak,  the Adjutant General of the Arizona National Guard :


“We have been informed that the President of the United States has exercised his authority pursuant to section 12302 of Title 10 of the United States Code and ordered the Arizona Army National Guard’s 855 Military Police Company, 2220th Transportation Company and 2222nd Transportation Company to federal active duty for a period of up to one year in support of Operation’s Noble Eagle and Enduring Freedom.” 

The order to federal active duty involves approximately 160 soldiers from the 855 Military Police Company, headquartered in Sunnyslope with a Detachment in Yuma; approximately 170 soldiers from the 2220th Transportation Company, headquartered in Flagstaff with a detachment in Prescott and approximately 170 soldiers from the 2222nd Transportation Company, headquartered in Tucson with detachments in Nogales and Douglas.      

 The activations of these units is part of the ongoing nationwide mobilization of Army and Air National Guard units ordered by President Bush in support of the global war on terror over the past 17 months.  

As of today, nearly 1,200 Arizona Army National Guard and Air National Guard soldiers and airmen have been ordered to federal active duty in support of Operation’s Noble Eagle and Enduring Freedom since Nov. 30, 2002.  
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The mission of the 855 (eight-five-five) Military Police Company is to provide military police combat support to an assigned area of operations.  This includes area security, convoy security and military law enforcement.  The 855 Military Police Company is a highly utilized unit for both state and federal missions and was activated and deployed to Operation Desert Storm.  In the past 17 months, they have been called-up to provide security at Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station in Oct 2001; deployed to the Winter Olympics in Utah to provide security in Jan 2002 and called to state active duty to help evacuate Arizona citizens during the Rodeo-Chediski Fire.   

The 2220th (twenty-two-twentieth) Transportation Company is a medium truck company whose mission is to transport both dry and refrigerated containerized cargo, general non-containerized cargo and bulk water by truck.  The 2220th Transportation Company was deployed to Operation Desert Storm.   

The mission of the 2222nd (twenty-two-twenty-second) Transportation Company is to transport the movement of bulk petroleum products by truck.  The 2222nd Transportation Company was deployed to Operation Desert Storm.   

Previously, we announced the mobilization of approximately 60 members of the Phoenix-based 356th Signal Company effective Jan 31st; approximately 400 members of the 1st of the 180th Field Artillery Battalion based in Tempe, Mesa, Phoenix and Tucson effective Jan. 30th;  120 members of the Show Low-based 1404th Transportation Company, with a detachment located at Camp Navajo, north of Flagstaff effective Jan 24;  approximately 15 members of the Arizona Air National Guard’s 161st ARW Security Forces on Jan 18; approximately 30 members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s  Glendale-based 258th Rear Area Operations Center on Jan 2, and approximately 30 members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s Casa-Grande based 363rd Explosive Ordnance Disposal Company on Nov 30, 2002. All of these soldiers and airmen have been called up for a period of up to one year.


For additional information, contact Major Eileen Bienz, at (602) 267-2550. 
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