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 (PHOENIX – Dec 18, 2003)
Approximately 80 members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s 1st of the 180th Field Artillery Battalion will return to Phoenix this afternoon after being called-up and serving on federal active duty since February 2003.
  They were ordered to federal active duty in February 2003 in support of Operations Noble Eagle and Enduring Freedom. While activated, their mission has been to augment security at Luke Air Force Base, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base and the Arizona Air National Guard’s Phoenix-based 161st Air Refueling Wing and Tucson-based 162nd Fighter Wing. 

Originally, more than 300 members of the battalion were federalized.  More than 200 soldiers from the 1st of the 180th FA Battalion have had their mission extended an additional year and will remain on federal active duty augmenting security at the Arizona Air Force and Air National Guard installations until February 2005.  

  The unit departed their demobilization station at Fort Bliss TX early this morning and are expected to arrive at the Arizona Army National Guard’s Moreland Street Armory, at 52nd Street and Mc Dowell Rd. in Phoenix this afternoon at approximately 1:30 p.m.  The arrival time is subject to change based on travel time and road conditions.  (Note:  the best way to access the Moreland Street Armory is to head east on McDowell Rd., pass 52nd Street and turn right on Bushmaster Blvd.  Stay to the right and the armory is at the bottom of the road.  This armory is on the south side of McDowell, with the entrance directly across from the main gate.)  

Approximately 670 Arizona Army National Guard soldiers are still serving on federal active duty in Iraq and Afghanistan.   An additional 400 soldiers departed Arizona last Friday and are currently at their mobilization station at Fort Bliss Texas.  
       



-30-

