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Arizona Army National Guard Soldiers return from Iraq

Fifty-two Guardsmen from Phoenix based unit to return home from service in Iraq on Sunday     

Contact:
Major Gary Sheppard   
                                                                                       State Public Affairs Officer                                                                                       (602) 267-2550 Cell (602) 206-7659

For Immediate Release

 (PHOENIX – April 23, 2004) Fifty-two soldiers of the Arizona Army National Guard’s 356th Signal Company (Tropo) will return to Phoenix Sunday afternoon after being called-up to federal active duty and serving in Iraq for one year. 

  They were ordered to federal active duty on 3 February 2003 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.


The unit will be departing their demobilization station at Fort Bliss, Texas Sunday morning, and will be transported back to Arizona on commercial bus which is tentatively scheduled to arrive at 52nd Street Armory, 1335 N. 52nd St, Phoenix AZ between 2:30 – 3:30 p.m.   

The 356th Signal Company installed & maintained wide band communication assets, providing data & voice capability to numerous Commands in theatre. Early in the deployment the 356th provided the backbone communication link from Baghdad International Airport Iraq, into Kuwait. As the deployment progressed they were critical in maintaining communications throughout Kuwait & Iraq, taking part in the largest communication network in the history of the Signal Corp.

The 356th Signal Company is only one of two units in the Army National Guard that specializes in Troposcatter (HVY) communications, providing a larger bandwidth for long distance.  Their unprecedented success while on deployment is directly attributed to the soldiers of this unit that maintain knowledge of a communication system that is operated by few but benefits many in a time of war.
The unit has been awarded the Joint Meritorious Unit Citation in addition to numerous individual awards.
-more-

Of those Arizona National Guard soldiers and airmen to be activated for the ongoing war on terror, this is the ninth Arizona Army National Guard unit to return home from Iraq.  

Approximately 475 Arizona Army National Guard soldiers are currently serving on federal active duty in Iraq and Afghanistan   
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Note to media:    If you would like to cover the welcome home celebration, please contact Major Gary Sheppard at (602) 267-2550 or cell (602) 206-7659.   This time is subject to change based on travel variables.  Once the unit gets on the road in the morning, I will be notified of their exact departure times and should the times differ from this release, I will send out an update via email.        

