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Arizona Army National Guard Soldiers return from Afghanistan
Forty Guardsmen from Phoenix based unit to return home from service in Afghanistan on Saturday     

Contact:
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For Immediate Release

 (PHOENIX – May 14, 2004) Forty soldiers of the Arizona Army National Guard’s Detachment 1, company D of the 140th Aviation Intermediate Maintenance Company will return to Phoenix Saturday afternoon after being called-up to federal active duty and serving in Afghanistan for almost one year. 

  They were ordered to federal active duty on 10 July 2003 in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.


The unit will be departing their demobilization station at Fort McCoy, Wisconsin Saturday morning by plane, and will be transported back to Papago on a government bus, which is tentatively scheduled to arrive at 52nd Street Armory, 1335 N. 52nd St, Phoenix AZ between 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.   

For an Aviation Maintenance Company that was not even in existence last April, this composite Army National Guard unit has far exceeded all expectations. In a three-month period, this new unit assembled from two states, California and Arizona, and gathered all the necessary tools and equipment necessary to repair the Army’s most sophisticated helicopters. 

After an extensive mobilization effort at Fort McCoy Wisconsin, they departed for Afghanistan and were in country by July 2003.  Det. 140th’s mission was to support the 10th Mountain Division and to perform intermediate level maintenance on various types of aircraft to include CH-47D’s, AH-64A’s, UH-60A and UH-60L helicopters.  Since the first days of arrival in country, Det. 140th have repaired and maintained Active Duty and Army National Guard helicopters that are flying thousands of hours per month in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. D. Co completed over 35 aircraft phases, well over 35,000 man hours maintaining a large fleet of aircraft. 
Det. 140th has also become one of the most morale-boosting units at Bagram Airbase, opening up a (for donation only) Starbucks coffee shop, cooked multiple Bar-B-Que’s, sponsored the first ever Thanksgiving and Christmas Day Parades, and unit members prepared outstanding holiday dinners.

In recognition of this excellence, the Commands they have supported awarded these fine soldiers the following:  CW2 Knott: Bronze Star, all others: Army Commendation medal.  All soldiers also received the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, the Armed Forces Reserve Medal with “M” device, and the National Defense Service Medal.
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Of those Arizona National Guard soldiers and airmen to be activated for the ongoing war on terror, this is the tenth Arizona Army National Guard unit to return home from Iraq.  

Approximately 335 Arizona Army National Guard soldiers are currently serving on federal active duty in Iraq and Afghanistan.   
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Note to media:    If you would like to cover the welcome home celebration, please contact Major Gary Sheppard at (602) 267-2550 or cell (602) 206-7659.   This time is subject to change based on travel variables.  Once the unit gets on the road in the morning, I will be notified of their exact departure times and should the times differ from this release, I will send out an update via email.        

