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(PHOENIX – August 10, 2004)  The following statement regarding the Arizona Army National Guard has been authorized for release by Governor Janet Napolitano and Major General David P. Rataczak, the Adjutant General of the Arizona National Guard:  

     “We have been informed that the President of the United States has exercised his authority pursuant to section 12302 of Title 10 of the United States Code and ordered selected members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s HQ, 158th Corps Support Battalion to federal active duty for a period of up to one year in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.”

     The order to federal active duty involves 59 soldiers from the Tucson-based Headquarters Detachment, 158th Corps Support Battalion, located at 1750 East Silverlake Rd in Tucson, Arizona.  The unit is scheduled to depart Wednesday at 10:45 a.m. for their mobilization station training at Ft Lewis, Washington.  They will train there for a period of time until the unit is certified and departs for the designated theater of operations.  Prudent planning and continuous assessment of the security situation gives the combatant commander the force structure and flexibility required to meet mission accomplishments.  

     The mission of the 158th Corps Support Battalion is to provide combat service support for up to 9,000 soldiers on a unit and area basis in the Division Rear, Corps Forward or Corps Rear.  The Headquarters provides command and control for three to seven assigned or attached units. Each unit can vary from 50 to more than 200 soldiers.  The Headquarters Detachment provides unit administration and logistical support for the Battalion staff sections.

     The deployment of the 158th Corps Support Battalion marks the 13th unit from the Arizona Army National Guard’s 98th Troop Command to be deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Noble Eagle. 

     The activation of this unit is part of the ongoing nationwide mobilization of Army and Air National Guard units ordered by President Bush in support of the global war on terror over the past 35 months.  

    The Arizona National Guard’s motto is “Always Ready…Always There.”    As of today, more than 2,500 Arizona Army National Guard and Air National Guard soldiers and airmen have answered the call and  been ordered to federal active duty in support of Operation’s Noble Eagle, Enduring Freedom, and Iraqi Freedom since September, 2001.  
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  Additionally, the men and women of the Arizona National Guard continue to support our state and homeland by assisting local emergency responders for State emergencies and providing security for critical infrastructures when called.  Since Sept 11th 2001, the Arizona National Guard has been “Always Ready…Always There” when called to both state active duty and federal active duty to provide security and protection in the State of Arizona.   The Arizona National Guard has been deployed to provide security at Hoover Dam, additional security to 10 airports throughout Arizona while the transition to the TSA took place, support to expedite inspections of commerce at commercial ports of entry at border stations in Southern Arizona, support to the Immigration and Naturalization Service as well as to the  U.S. Customs Service and have been deployed numerous times to Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station to augment existing security. 
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Note to Media:    I will be traveling to Tucson in the morning to coordinate news media coverage of the 158th’s departure.   For the Phoenix-based news media, many members of the 158th are from the Phoenix area, so if you would like coverage of this event but can’t make it, recommend you contact your sister stations in Tucson and I can facilitate interviews for you with Phoenix-based soldiers.   For the Tucson-based media, if you would like to cover this departure on Wednesday morning from the Silverlake Armory at 1750 E. Silverlake Road in Tucson, the busses will be pulling out at 10:45 a.m. so recommend you arrive for interviews between 9:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Directions to the armory:   From Phoenix, take I-10 to Tucson.  Get off on the 22nd Street Exit and turn left (eastbound) onto 22nd Street.  Continue eastbound to Kino Parkway and turn right (southbound) onto Kino Parkway.  Take the first left onto Silverlake Road and we will be up the street.  

