Arizona Department of Emergency and Military Affairs

5636 E. McDowell Road              
Phoenix AZ  85008-3495                
Arizona Army National Guard Soldiers return from Iraq

One hundred and six Guardsmen from Show Low-based unit to return home from service in Iraq on Thursday     

Contact:
Major Gary Sheppard   
                                                                                       State Public Affairs Officer                                                                                       (602) 267-2550 Cell (602) 206-7659

For Immediate Release

 (SHOW LOW – April 12, 2004) One hundred and five members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s 1404TH Transportation Company will return to Show Low Thursday afternoon after being called-up to federal active duty and serving in Iraq for a year. 

  They were ordered to federal active duty on January 24, 2003 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

The unit will be departing their demobilization station at Fort Bliss TX on Thursday morning, and will be transported back to Arizona on commercial busses, which are tentatively scheduled to arrive at their Show Low Armory, 3600 E. Deuce of Clubs Road, Show Low AZ between 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.   

The 105 deployed citizen-soldiers come from 46 different Arizona communities stretching from Yuma in far Southeastern AZ, to Teec Nos Pos in far Northeastern AZ.  Two soldiers are Full time Active Guard employees and two are Full time Technicians supporting the AZ ARNG.  

While deployed the 1404th supported the 4th Infantry Division with transportation support throughout Northern Iraq.  The unit completed all their missions safely and with great success.  . 

 Of those Arizona National Guard soldiers and airmen to be activated for the ongoing war on terror, this is the seventh Arizona Army National Guard unit to return home from Iraq.  

Approximately 700 Arizona Army National Guard soldiers are currently serving on federal active duty in Iraq and Afghanistan   

      



-30-

Note to media:    If you would like to cover the welcome home celebration, please contact Major Gary Sheppard at (602) 267-2550 or cell (602) 206-7659.   This time is subject to change based on travel variables.  Once the unit gets on the road in the morning, I will be notified of their exact departure times and should the times differ from this release, I will send out an update via email.        

