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Phoenix  AZ  85008-3495

Arizona Army National Guard’s  Company G , 285th Aviation Regiment Called To Federal Active Duty

Approximately 60 Members of Phoenix-based unit to depart Thursday
Contact:
Major Eileen K. Bienz   
                                                                                       State Public Affairs Officer                                                                                       (602) 267-2550  

For Immediate Release

  
(PHOENIX – March 12, 2003)
 The following statement regarding the Arizona National Guard has been authorized for release by Governor Janet Napolitano and Major General David P. Rataczak, the Adjutant General of the Arizona National Guard:


“We have been informed that the President of the United States has exercised his authority pursuant to section 12302 of Title 10 of the United States Code and ordered selected members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s  Company G, 285th Aviation Regiment to federal active duty for a period of up to one year in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.” 

The order to federal active duty involves approximately 60 soldiers from the Phoenix-based  Company G, 285th Aviation Regiment located at Papago Park Military Reservation.

The mission of Company G, 285th Aviation Regiment is to provide air traffic control service to the U.S. military for both rotor and fixed-wing aircraft.  In addition, the unit also provides radar approach, flight following and air traffic control.       

 The activation of this unit is part of the ongoing nationwide mobilization of Army and Air National Guard units ordered by President Bush in support of the global war on terror over the past 18 months.  

As of today, approximately 1,460 Arizona Army National Guard and Air National Guard soldiers and airmen have been ordered to federal active duty in support of Operation’s Noble Eagle and Enduring Freedom since Nov. 30, 2002.
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Previously, we announced the mobilization of approximately 200 members of the Phoenix-based 161st Air Refueling Wing’s aircrew, maintenance and logistician personnel on February 25th; approximately 160 members of the Sunnyslope-based 855th Military Police Company, with a detachment in Yuma effective January 7th; approximately 170 members of the Flagstaff-based 2220th Transportation Company, with a detachment in Prescott effective January 7th; approximately 170 members of the Tucson-based 2222nd Transportation Company with detachments in Douglas and Nogales effective January 7th ; approximately 60 members of the Phoenix-based 356th Signal Company effective Jan 31st; approximately 400 members of the 1st of the 180th Field Artillery Battalion based in Tempe, Mesa, Phoenix and Tucson effective Jan. 30th; approximately  120 members of the Show Low-based 1404th Transportation Company, with a detachment located at Camp Navajo, north of Flagstaff effective Jan 24; approximately 15 members of the Arizona Air National Guard’s 161st ARW Security Forces on Jan 18th ; approximately 30 members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s Glendale-based 258th Rear Area Operations Center on Jan 2, and approximately 30 members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s Casa-Grande based 363rd Explosive Ordnance Disposal Company on Nov 30, 2002.  All of these soldiers and airmen have been called up for a period of up to one year.


For additional information, contact Major Eileen Bienz, at (602) 267-2550 or cell (602) 206-7659. 
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NOTE TO MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA WHO WANT TO COVER THE DEPARTURE:  
Members of Company G, 285th Aviation Regiment will depart Papago Park Military Reservation at 4:30 a.m. on Thursday, March 13th.   Please plan on arriving at 4:00 a.m. to obtain footage and interviews as the deploying guardsmen and women will be busy making final preparations.  Papago Park Military Reservation is the Arizona National Guard State Headquarters located at 5636 E. Mc Dowell Rd., in Phoenix.
Please contact Major Eileen Bienz at (602) 267-2550 or cell (602) 206-7659 this afternoon or evening if you wish to cover this departure.  
