Arizona Department of Emergency and Military Affairs

5636 E. McDowell Road

Phoenix  AZ  85008-3495

Arizona Air National Guard’s 161st Air Refueling Wing Called To Federal Active Duty

KC-135 Tanker Unit Based at Sky Harbor Intl. Airport

Contact:
Major Eileen K. Bienz   
                                                                                       State Public Affairs Officer                                                                                       (602) 267-2550  

For Immediate Release

  
(PHOENIX – Feb. 25, 2003)
 The following statement regarding the Arizona National Guard has been authorized for release by Governor Janet Napolitano and Major General David P. Rataczak, the Adjutant General of the Arizona National Guard:


“We have been informed that the President of the United States has exercised his authority pursuant to section 12302 of Title 10 of the United States Code and ordered selected members of the Arizona Air National Guard’s 161st Air Refueling Wing to federal active duty for a period of up to one year in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.” 

The order to federal active duty involves approximately 200 airmen from the Phoenix  Wing, based at Sky Harbor International Airport.  Approximately 120 airmen have been activated in place and will perform duty at the Phoenix base.  Approximately 80 airmen will deploy to undisclosed locations.  Those deploying include aircrews, maintenance personnel and logisticians.  The unit flies KC-135E Stratotanker aircraft which is the military version of a Boeing 707 and they will perform their primary mission of aerial refueling.  This asset greatly enhances the Air Force’s capability to accomplish its primary missions of global reach and global power.  The KC-135E provides aerial refueling support to U.S. military aircraft as well as aircraft of allied nations.    

 The activation of this unit is part of the ongoing nationwide mobilization of Army and Air National Guard units ordered by President Bush in support of the global war on terror over the past 17 months.  

As of today, nearly 1,400 Arizona Army National Guard and Air National Guard soldiers and airmen have been ordered to federal active duty in support of Operation’s Noble Eagle and Enduring Freedom since Nov. 30, 2002.
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Previously, we announced the mobilization of approximately 160 members of the 855th Military Policy Company effective January 7th; approximately 170 members of the 2220th Transportation Company effective January 7th; approximately 170 members of the 2222nd Transportation Company effective January 7th ; approximately 60 members of the Phoenix-based 356th Signal Company effective Jan 31st; approximately 400 members of the 1st of the 180th Field Artillery Battalion based in Tempe, Mesa, Phoenix and Tucson effective Jan. 30th; approximately  120 members of the Show Low-based 1404th Transportation Company, with a detachment located at Camp Navajo, north of Flagstaff effective Jan 24; approximately 15 members of the Arizona Air National Guard’s 161st ARW Security Forces on Jan 18th ; approximately 30 members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s Glendale-based 258th Rear Area Operations Center on Jan 2, and approximately 30 members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s Casa-Grande based 363rd Explosive Ordnance Disposal Company on Nov 30, 2002.  All of these soldiers and airmen have been called up for a period of up to one year.


For additional information, contact Major Eileen Bienz, at (602) 267-2550 or cell (602) 206-7659. 
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NOTE TO MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA WHO WANT TO COVER THE DEPARTURES:  The aircraft will be leaving in phases.  All personnel will depart from the Arizona Air National Guard base located at 3200 East Old Tower Road.  To access the base, turn east off of 24th Street onto Old Tower Road.  Old Tower Road is south of the airport.  Follow Old Tower Road until it comes to an end at the front of the base.  A Public Affairs Officer will meet you at the base.

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 26th:   The first group will depart Wednesday, February 26th at 7:00 p.m.  Please plan on arriving at 5:00 p.m. to obtain footage and interviews as the crews will be busy making final preparations.

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 27th: 

The second group will depart at approximately 5:00 p.m. on Thursday February 27th.  Please plan on arriving at 3:00 p.m. to obtain footage and interviews as the crews will be busy making final preparations.

The third group will depart at 10:00 p.m.  Please plan on arriving at 8:00 p.m. to obtain footage and interviews as the crews will be busy making final preparations.

