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Arizona Army National Guard Soldiers return from Iraq
One hundred thirty-nine Guardsmen and women from Sunnyslope and Yuma based units to return home from service in IRAQ on Tuesday. 
Contact:
Major Gary L. Sheppard   
                                                                                       State Public Affairs Officer                                                                                       (602) 267-2550 Cell (602) 206-7659
For Immediate Release

 (PHOENIX – Mar. 29, 2004)
One hundred thirty-nine members of the Arizona Army National Guard’s 855th Military Police Company will return to Phoenix tomorrow afternoon after being called-up to federal active duty and serving in IRAQ for a year.

The unit will be departing their demobilization station at Fort Bliss TX on Tuesday morning, and will be transported back to Arizona on commercial busses which are tentatively scheduled to arrive at 52nd Street Armory, 1335 N 52nd Street in Phoenix AZ between 2:30 – 4:30 p.m.   


The 855th Military Police Company headquartered in Phoenix, Arizona, with a platoon detachment in Yuma, Arizona was activated for Federal Service on 6 February 2003.  The unit mobilized in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom at FT. Bliss, Texas, and was in Kuwait on March 23, 2003, four days after the initial ground campaign in Iraq had begun.  The 855th MP Company quickly readied itself for combat and crossed the border of Iraq assigned under the 18th MP Brigade, on April 1, 2003.  


The 855th MPs designed, constructed, and managed two Corps Enemy Prisoner of War (EPW) Holding Areas in support of the advance on Baghdad by the 3rd ID.  During this month long assignment the unit processed and secured over 800 enemy Prisoners of War.  The units next assignment was with the 211th MP Battalion MA-ARNG located at LSA Anaconda, near the Iraqi city of Balad.  Here the unit performed many combat roles in support of the 4th ID efforts to bring stability to the region immediately north of Baghdad.  The 855th MP Company conducted numerous combat patrols to include weapons raids, hasty attacks, main supply route patrols, and cordon and search operations.  Additionally, the unit hired, trained, and equipped local police officers to provide law and order in three separate districts.  The unit started the police officer academy without even a skeleton force and built it to over 400 trained officers in 3 months.  The 855th MP Company was reassigned to the 82nd Airborne Division in July, 2003 and relocated west of Baghdad to Fallujah, Iraq. 
 855th MP Co.
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The unit supported the division with hundreds of convoy escort missions over thousands of miles on hostile routes, constructed and managed the Division Central Collection Point for detainees, assisted with the development and training of police officers at the Al Anbar Security College, and provided direct MP support to the 1st Brigade, 1st Infantry Division (Mechanized).


The unit was able to parley its diversified civilian experience, with dedicated military professionalism in support of combat operations for one year in the turbulent country of Iraq.  The entire unit returned to Kuwait on 14 March 2004, with countless successful missions in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  The unit has been awarded or has pending 10 Bronze Star Medals, 135 Army Commendation Medals – 6 with the “V” device for Valor, and 20 Purple Hearts.
Of those Arizona National Guard soldiers and airmen to be activated for the ongoing war on terror, this is the fourth Arizona Army National Guard unit to return home from Iraq.  

Approximately 650 Arizona Army National Guard soldiers are currently serving on federal active duty in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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Note to media:    If you would like to cover the welcome home celebration, please contact Major Gary L. Sheppard at (602) 267-2550 or cell (602) 206-7659.   This time is subject to change based on travel variables.  Once the unit gets on the road in the morning, I will be notified of their exact departure times and should the times differ from this release, I will send out an update via email.        
