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(PHOENIX (  Feb. 10, 2004)     An Arizona Army National Guardsman died yesterday in Iraq.  
Sergeant Elijah Tai Wah Wong, 42, of Mesa Ariz., died Feb. 9, 2004, in Sinjar, Iraq, when a collection of unexploded ordnance, rocket-propelled grenades and mortar rounds detonated while being moved to a demolition point.  Sgt Wong was assigned to the Arizona Army National Guard’s Casa Grande-based 363rd Explosive Ordnance Company (EOD).  The incident is under investigation.    

“Our prayers and thoughts are with Sergeant Wong and his family during this time of great sorrow,” said Major General David P. Rataczak, The Adjutant General of the Arizona National Guard.    “Sergeant Wong was a fine soldier and a wonderful husband, father, son, brother and friend to many people.” 
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The  363rd Explosive Ordnance Company was mobilized on Nov. 30, 2002 in support of Operation Noble Eagle and they were deployed to Fort Irwin CA where they served until Oct. 15, 2003.  
On Oct. 15, 2003,   the 363rd’s mission changed to Operation Enduring Freedom and they were deployed to Iraq on Oct. 24, 2003. 

The 363rd’s mission is to reduce or eliminate the hazards of munitions and explosive devices and to provide explosive ordnance disposal support to military and civilian officials.


The 363rd Ordnance Company has previously been federalized and deployed to Operations Desert Shield and Storm in the Persian Gulf; Operation Joint-Forge in Bosnia-Herzegovina; the  2002 Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City, Utah and Operation Noble Eagle.       

Additional details will be provided as soon as they become available.
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Note to news media representatives:  At this time, the family has requested that they not be contacted at their home for comments or interviews.       

