HELEN AND MICHAEL E. CURRY SCHOLARSHIP

FACT SHEET AND PROCEDURES

1.  Background Information:


a.  Michael E. Curry was an officer in the Army National Guard of Arizona who retired in 1977 after a long and distinguished career.  Colonel and Mrs. Curry established the Helen and Michael E. Curry Scholarship at that time to provide assistance to deserving members of the National Guard attending Arizona State University.


b.  The interest earned in this scholarship account each year provides the funds for the scholarships awarded.  The amount of interest credited to the account as of June of each year governs the number of grants awarded for the academic year beginning in August of that year.


c.  The Scholarship Development Office at Arizona State University has informed the Arizona National Guard that approximately $7,400.00 will be available after 1 July 2004 for award of scholarships.  Therefore, 2 scholarships of $3000.00 per school year ($1500.00 per semester) scholarship will be awarded in school year 2004-2005.

2.  Eligibility Requirements:


a.  Applicant must be a member of good standing in the National Guard of Arizona.


b.  Applicant must be attending, or accepted for full-time studies, under the requirements established by Arizona State University for status as a full-time student.


c.  Applicant’s financial circumstances are such that this scholarship would be of significant assistance.


d.  Recipients of a scholarship must earn the minimum grade point average at the end of the first semester to be eligible for the remaining portion of the scholarship for the second semester.  Minimum grade point average standards are set by the various colleges at the University (College of Education, College of Engineering, etc.).

3.  Application Procedure:


a.  The applicant will submit a complete application form together with one page letter written or typed, describing his/her reasons for being a member of the National Guard and what goal he or she hopes to achieve through a college education.  A letter of recommendation from a civilian source (i.e. teacher, minister, employer, supervisor, etc.) must also be attached to the application.  The application with attachments will be submitted to the unit commander not later than the June drill.
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b.  The unit commander will complete the application form by certifying that the applicant’s National Guard training schedule attendance and performance have been satisfactory for the past year.


c.   The unit commander will complete an evaluation/recommendation form pertaining to the individual applying for this scholarship.  The commander will date and sign the evaluation/recommendation form and forward the packet including (1) the application, (2) the applicant’s letter, (3) the civilian source recommendation, and (4) the commander’s evaluation/recommendation to either the Education Service Officer, ARNG, or the Executive Officer-Air, as appropriate, no later than 10 August 2004.

4.  Selection Procedure:


a.  A Selection Board, appointed by the Adjutant General, will review all applications and may select finalists for interviews.


b.  The Selection Board makes the final decision.

5.  Selection Board Composition:


a.  A four-member board will be composed of two Air National Guard members and two Army National Guard members.



(1)  The ANG members will normally be:




Education and Training Officer




Education and Training Manager



(2)  The ARNG members will normally be:




Deputy Chief of Staff, Personnel




Education Services Officer


b.  The President shall be the senior member present.  The recorder shall be the ARNG Education Services Officer and shall be with vote.

6.  Notification:


a.  The Office of the Adjutant General will notify the candidates selected for Curry Scholarships.  Courtesy letters will also be sent to the other applicants.
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b.  The Financial Aids Office at Arizona State University may be notified by telephone, followed by written confirmation, the names, home addresses and Social Security numbers of the individuals selected.  Such notification must be made by August 15.


c.  If an individual, who has been awarded a scholarship, withdraws from school during the first semester or receives a less-than minimum grade point average for that semester, another individual may be named to receive the second half of such scholarship.  The Selection Board will select an individual from the group of applicants who filed applications for that academic year.


d.  If an individual, who has been awarded a scholarship, is separated from the National Guard during the first semester, the unit commander will notify the Office of the Adjutant General immediately, who will, in turn, notify the Financial Aids Office at Arizona State University and the members of the Selection Board.  A new selection will be made in accordance with paragraph 6c.

7.  Administration of Scholarship Fund:


a.  The Financial Aids Office at Arizona State University administers the fund.  That office notifies the National Guard of the amount of interest that has accrued to the scholarship account since the withdrawal of the previous year.  This information is available in late June.  The total amount of interest available is then divided into the number of scholarships.  

b.  The Financial Aids Office disburses funds to each student immediately after classes have begun each semester.


c.  The ARNG Education Services Officer will be the point of contact for the Arizona National Guard on matters pertaining to the Curry Scholarship Fund.
